PETITION TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

We, the undersigned residents of Canada, draw attention to the House of the following:

Whereas the Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees freedom of expression; 

Whereas the exercise of freedom of expression is essential to democracy, the creative process and to Canadian arts and culture;

Whereas the Criminal Code of Canada already contains provisions regarding pornography, child pornography, hate propaganda, and violent crime;

Whereas the role of the Minister of Canadian Heritage should be to promote and defend Canadian cultural and artistic freedom; 

Whereas guidelines for government funding support for the cultural sector including film and video production should be objective, transparent and must respect freedom of expression;

Whereas there should be no ability for the government, the Minister of Canadian Heritage, or any office of government or government official to make subjective judgements concerning artistic content that limit freedom of expression;

Whereas this type of censorship and denial of tax credits or production support may significantly hinder the making of Canadian films and the telling of Canadian stories;

Therefore, we call on Parliament to staunchly defend Canadian artistic and cultural expression, to rescind any provisions of Bill C-10 which allow the government to censor film and video production in Canada, and to ensure that the government has in place objective and transparent guidelines that respect freedom of expression when delivering any programme intended to support film and video production in Canada.
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Please return (postage-free) to: 

Bill Siksay, MP

Burnaby-Douglas

124 Confederation Building

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

