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	Location
	Actions Taken against male buyers
	Comments



	
	National Legislation Against Male Buyers
	

	Philippines
	National legislation to eliminate trafficking in persons that criminalizes the act “to maintain or hire a person to engage in prostitution or pornography.”
 
	Passed in 2003.



	Sweden
	National legislation defining prostitution as a form of male violence against women, and which criminalizes the purchase and attempt to purchase of “sexual services.”  Prostituted women do not face any criminal sanctions.
 
	Since this law went into effect January 1, 1999, there has been a dramatic drop in street prostitution.  

Similar legislation is being considered in Finland
 and Iceland.

	Great Britain
	Proposal by the Solicitor General to draw up national legislation criminalizing men who buy sex from women who are victims of international sex trafficking.

	The Solicitor General has found that to address trafficking, buyers should be criminalized since the demand is what makes the sex industry profitable for the traffickers. 

	France
	National legislation passed in 2002 criminalizing the buyers of minors who are under 18 years of age. 


	The communication adviser of the Prime Minister was arrested and found guilty after trial under this law.  He has filed an appeal.  

The law is significant in protecting children between the ages of 16 and 18. Prior to this law, buyers raised the age of consent as a defense for buying children between 16 and 18.

	France
	National legislation since 2003 criminalizing solicitation. Note that this law could be implemented against the buyers. 
	Only a few men have been arrested under this law.

	United States
	National legislation directing the Secretary of Health and Human Services to publicize best practices for State and local law enforcement to prosecute buyers and establishing a grant program for law enforcement to investigate and prosecute buyers.
 
	This is the first national legislation to combat domestic trafficking in persons and reduce the demand for commercial sex. 


	
	Local Legislation and Prosecution of Male Buyers
	

	Glasgow, Scotland
	Proposed legislation to make kerb-crawling a criminal offense.  Kerb-crawlers could also be banned from driving.

	Aim is to reduce the demand and make men accountable for their actions. 

	Perugia, Italy
	Men who sexually use trafficked women and underage girls are being prosecuted for colluding in the crime of “reducing anyone to a state of slavery.” 

	The invoking of this older law is also educational to teach the community that exploitation, enslavement, trafficking and victimization of women and girls is a serious crime and unacceptable.

	France
	In many cities, such as Nantes, Bordeaux, Strasbourg, men have been arrested performing a sexual act in their car under a law prohibiting sexual exhibition in public spaces.
	Prosecution under this law has raised the issue of whether a car is a public or a private place. Since any act in a car can be seen from a public space, the law could be implemented.

	
	Police and Community Efforts to Penalize Male Buyers
	

	Harare, Zimbabwe 
	“Operation No To Prostitution,” which targets men who drive around and loiter in certain areas known for prostitution.
  Undercover female officers are employed in the operation to catch the buyers.
	Police noted a sharp decrease in motorists soliciting prostituted women following implementation of the program.
  Names of those arrested are published in local newspapers.

	United States-Richmond, Virginia
	Proposed amendment to city’s anti-cruising ordinance to charge motorists up to a $100 traffic infraction for passing by the same point in the same direction more than twice in a three-hour time span between 9 pm and 3 am.
  
	An anti-cruising ordinance has already been in effect since 1994. The amendment would add the three-hour time span.  

	United States-Detroit, Michigan & Oakland, California
	Seizing and impounding the vehicles of men who buy women in prostitution. When the man is arrested for solicitation or other prostitution offenses in Detroit, for example, he is fined $900 to get the car back.  If someone else owns the vehicle, the owner, who may be the buyer’s spouse or family member, must accompany the prostitution buyer to retrieve the vehicle.
 
	Detroit officials report that about 53 percent of the vehicles seized were in cases where buyers were from the suburbs. Police hope this will serve as a deterrent to men who attempt to buy women for prostitution.

	Perugia, Italy
	Cement barriers have been erected along the roads of Perugia to make it difficult for potential buyers of prostituted women to stop and solicit for prostitution.

	This is part of a larger program that Perugia offers foreign women in prostitution in which they can obtain social services, emergency help, and temporary accommodation.

	Madrid, Spain
	In 2004, pursuant to a plan of action of the city of Madrid against sexual exploitation, the presence of the municipal police increased in areas with significant prostitution.
 The police dissuade buyers by asking them for their ID card, even though under the law the police have no power to arrest buyers. 

This plan of action also includes a large prevention campaign with posters posted in Madrid to discourage the demand and educate the public about the problem of demand for prostitution.  The poster campaign includes images of men and statements such as “Prostitution exists because you pay for it.  Don’t contribute to the exploitation of human beings.”
	The police have the right to ask for the buyers’ ID card, and anticipate that taking away the buyers’ anonymity as buyers will serve as a deterrent to men who buy women for prostitution.

Simultaneously, social programs and information centers have been created to help women get out of prostitution with legal assistance and social services.

	Teesside, England
	Two men who were guilty of soliciting women for prostitution were banned from driving for 2 to 4 weeks.
 
	The driving bans were given to the men as a warning from the magistrates that soliciting would not be tolerated.

	Bristol, England
	Upon application by the Crown Prosecution, the Court made a man, who was guilty of soliciting, the subject of an Anti-Social Behavior Order to stop him from kerb crawling or performing any public obscene acts.
 
	The Court ruled that soliciting women for prostitution was anti-social.  

	Strathclyde, Scotland
	Proposal by local police of mailing warning letters to buyers found repeatedly driving in areas known for prostitution.
 
	Police aim to discourage buyers. Also, they aim to encourage prostituted women to use support services to exit prostitution. 

	Leith, Scotland
	Community activists have formed “citizens’ patrols” to drive away “kerb-crawlers” from Leith.
  Volunteers in cars will alert patrol members to incoming kerb-crawlers. Members will patrol the streets and confront the kerb-crawlers by waving placards with messages such as “You can’t get no satisfaction in Leith,” and “Get Back Where you Once Belonged.”
	Patrol members hope the actions

will shame and deter the men from coming into the area at all hours of the days and night.



	Helsinki, Finland
	Police want to tap the phones of suspected pimps to uncover prostitution rings.
 Police believe that if buyers know that pimps’ phones are being tapped that they will think twice before arranging a prostitution encounter.
	Police believe that anonymity is one of the major attractions of commercial sexual exploitation.  Risk of being recorded might deter buyers.



	
	SHAMING MEN - Publication of male buyers’ names, photos and videos in newpapers and on the internet and television.
	 

	Winnipeg, Canada
	In “Operation Snapshot,” police videotape men as they pick up women in prostitution and broadcast the video on the Internet.
  
	Police aim to discourage buyers on certain residential streets by posting these surveillance videos.

To succeed these techniques of “outing” have to be consistently employed, rather than used on occasion.

	United States-Denver, Colorado, Detroit, Michigan, Dallas, Texas, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Richmond Virginia
	Publication of names and photos of convicted buyers on a “Johns TV” show and the Internet.
 In some cities, the buyers shown have been charged but not convicted.

The aim is to “out” and make public those who buy women for prostitution and to serve as a deterrent for these men and others.
	Denver officials report that such publication has helped cut solicitation by buyers by about 40 percent.  Both the Denver TV program and website include information for prostituted women relating to services.  

In Dallas, police put not only pictures of the men arrested for soliciting but also their names, birth dates and hometowns.
  In the 1st 24 hours that the site was operative, there were 4,100 hits.

In Philadelphia, photos of the men’s “mug shots” are posted on a government access cable television channel (64) when they are booked and charged, and before they appear in court.

	United States-St. Paul, Minnesota
	Publication by the city of names of photos of arrested buyers and, unfortunately, also of prostituted women.

	The website is updated to include information that the individual was convicted. 

	United States-Oakland, California
	A shaming campaign that includes large billboards with blurred photos of convicted buyers in Oakland were put up in the city in June 2005.
  The campaign also uses surveillance cameras from local businesses to obtain evidence for convictions of soliciting women in prostitution. 
	City officials indicated that in the future, photos might not be blurred to obscure the buyers’ identities. 

This program also includes billboards with a help line for women in prostitution. 

	United States- Frederick, Maryland
	City released 82 pages of prostitution business records, including the names of 500 men who bought women in prostitution.
 The names of public officials and other prominent citizens were included. Records had been seized in a brothel raid by the police.
	The release of names was in response to newspapers who sought access to the documents amid allegations that the brothel’s customers included public officials. 

	
	 Legislation and Prosecution of Sex Tourists 
	

	Canada, Finland, Sweden, United States
	National legislation to prosecute a country’s own citizens for sexual abuse of children while outside the country.
 

The United States is targeting American sex tourists abroad in Cambodia, Costa Rica, Thailand, Mexico, and Brazil by funding a media campaign to deter sex tourists and reminding them that they could be prosecuted and convicted in the US.

	In the summer of 2004, Canadian prosecutors brought the first prosecution under the law since it went into effect seven years ago.

	United Kingdom
	A project developed by British Home Office that provides a freephone ‘Crimestoppers’ for British tourists in Gambia to report child abuse abroad.
  
	Travel companies agreed to distribute awareness-raising information about child prostitution to inform tourists what to look out for. 

	United States--Hawaii
	Legislation (House Bill 2020) passed in the Hawaii House of Representatives to make the promotion of travel for the purpose of prostitution a felony crime and grounds for revoking a travel agent’s license.

	Declares Hawaii’s unequivocal opposition to any form of sex tourism. Protects women and girls exploited by sex tourists and exploited by the agencies that arrange for their tours.

	
	Prohibiting sexual exploitation by members of international agencies and the Military
	

	United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO)
United Nations Staff
	The UN DPKO policy on human trafficking recognizes that the use of prostituted women in mission areas is exploitative. The DPKO thus prohibits the purchase of sexual services by UN peacekeeping personnel, and also prohibits the patronage of bars, nightclubs, brothels or hotels where sexual exploitation and prostitution are present.
  This groundbreaking policy does not distinguish its prohibition of the purchase of sexual services between locally prostituted women and those who are trafficked internationally.   
There is also a code of conduct for all UN staff members entitled “Special measures for protection from sexual exploitation and sexual abuse.”  Staff members are prohibited from exchanging “money, employment, goods or services for sex, including sexual favors.”

	Even if prostitution is not a crime in the jurisdiction in which the peacekeepers operate, this UN policy still prohibits the purchase of sexual services since it identifies such as an act of sexual exploitation. 
UN staff members are also required to report any staff or co-worker suspected of sexual exploitation or sexual abuse. 

	Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe  (OSCE)—Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina 
	A code of conduct for all mission members entitled “Prohibiting the Promotion or Facilitation of Prostitution and Trafficking in Persons.” The Code precludes mission members from visiting an establishment which facilitates prostitution or which has nude or partially nude “dancers”.

	Mission members are also prohibited from affiliating with anyone who is suspected of sex trafficking.  

	United States and Norway
	Both the United States
 and Norway
 have banned their military from visiting prostituted women.

Norway
 prohibits civil servants, during official travel, from buying women in prostitution.
	To theoretically ensure its troops do not exploit women while serving in the countries’ armed forces.

To awaken the global responsibility of countries’ military and civil servants and to provoke awareness of sexual exploitation.

	NATO 
	26 countries agree that their troops will not facilitate sex trafficking by going to prostituted women known to be controlled by traffickers. 

	Depends on a distinction between trafficking and prostitution. Do the NATO forces ask the women if they have been trafficked?



	
	Challenging and changing the sexual attitudes and practices of men and boys: Educating men 
	

	Philippines
	The Coalition Against Trafficking in Women-Asia Pacific has initiated an educational project targeting young boys and men in communities known for prostitution.  The project challenges men in recognizing their role as buyers of women in prostitution and educates men and boys in the harm of prostitution and trafficking.
  
	The project conducts educational workshops for men and boys in 12 regions of the Philippines and reach out to hundreds of men and boys. 

	Indonesia
	Poster campaign – aimed at men who visit Indonesia’s Batam Island, notorious for sex jaunts by men from Singapore and Malaysia.
  Posters state: “How Would you Feel if Someone did this to Your Daughter?” 40% of those in prostitution are girls under 18 years of age.
	Aimed at bringing about men’s change in behavior.



	Sweden 


	National campaign against prostitution and trafficking targets the demand for prostitution.
 Campaign is launched at Solvalla racetrack in Stockholm. Buyers of women in prostitution are commonly hustled by pimps who provide the men with rides from the track to the sex clubs. The racetrack dedicated its first race of the evening to advertising the campaign, with then-Minister for Gender Equality, Margareta Winberg, speaking to 5,000 racing fans about the demand for prostitution.

Colorful posters were displayed in transportation centers throughout Sweden. One poster depicted well-dressed Swedish sex tourists wearing wedding bands who travel to Baltic countries with the caption: “Time to flush the johns out of the Baltics.”
	Designed to increase public awareness and to spotlight the men who buy women for sex.
The campaign attracted much public attention within and outside Sweden.



	United States-Washington, DC
	Conference organized by Girls Educational and Mentoring Services (GEMS) bringing together 22 teenage survivors of prostitution to speak to congressional representatives and the press about the realities of prostitution.
 Teens described violence at the hands of pimps and buyers and denounce the glamorization of “pimp culture.” 
	This was the first national summit for commercially and sexually exploited youth in the US. 

	France
	Campaign urging men to sign a statement recognizing prostitution as violence and to pledge not to engage in rape and prostitution.
  
	The statement, which has been signed by a number of prominent men, stresses that men recognize a form of masculinity based on mutual respect, not domination.

	Canada & United States-various cities
	“Johns School” Programs - In most programs, such as in Toronto, Canada, 
 or Brooklyn, New York, USA,
 first time offenders (men who buy women in prostitution) can avoid a criminal record if they pay a fine and attend a one-day “Johns School” to learn why they should not buy sex from prostituted women, including information about sexually transmitted diseases and impact on the local community.  In some programs, survivors of prostitution “teach” the offending men about the harm of prostitution to women, to themselves, to neighborhoods and to society.
	Preliminary studies in cities with “johns schools” indicate that offenders are rarely re-arrested in these areas.

Some women’s organizations working against violence against women take the position that “johns schools” are diverting men out of the criminal justice system and allowing men to escape responsibility for the sexual abuse of women in prostitution. 

Some women’s groups advocate that men who buy women in prostitution should attend “johns schools” as part of a rehabilitation program after a criminal conviction.
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