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April 23, 2008

Richard Parsons, Chair, Time Warner, 
Bill Nelson, Chair, HBO

Sue Naegle, President, HBO





Dear Mr. Parsons, Mr. Nelson and Ms. Naegle,

The Coalition Against Trafficking in Women (CATW) urges HBO to stop promoting prostitution and sex trafficking. Rather than revealing the reality of the exploitation of prostitution and its inextricable link to sex trafficking, HBO’s show Cathouse serves as propaganda for the sex industry, denying and concealing the harms to both prostituted women and society at large. HBO must cease glamorizing commercial sexual exploitation through so-called “documentary” shows like Cathouse.  Instead, we urge HBO to produce programming that tells the truth about prostitution and its profound impact on human trafficking. 

Shows like Cathouse are highly-staged, one-sided advertisements for the pimps that seek to increase social acceptance of buying and selling women.  HBO has adopted the false image that no one is ever hurt in prostitution.  Through our work with trafficking survivors, CATW and its partners around the world know that this belief is tragically and dangerously inaccurate. 80% of human trafficking victims are women and girls, 70% of which end up in prostitution.
Women in prostitution often suffer severe health consequences ranging from physical injuries inflicted by buyers, pimps and traffickers; psychological devastation, including trauma, depression, and suicide; HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases; and alcohol and drug abuse induced by pimps or women’s attempts to avoid feeling violated. Whether legal or illegal, prostitution subjects the women and girls whose bodies are bought and sold to acute physical and psychological harm.  
Moreover, prostitution not only harms prostituted women, it harms all women.  It reinforces the degrading stereotype that women, by their inherent nature, are sexual commodities to be bought and sold, rather than human beings with full human rights and dignity. Normalizing prostitution gives men and boys the message that all women and girls can be had at a price.  The resulting destructive attitudes are not confined to sex industry victims but are directed against all girls and women. 
By airing shows like Cathouse, HBO normalizes prostitution and its legalization. The cultural and legal acceptance of prostitution, in turn, encourages the demand for prostituted and trafficked women and girls in the global sex trade.  Legitimizing pimps as entrepreneurs and managers, as well as portraying patronizing prostituted women as acceptable, harmless entertainment commences a vicious cycle in which the sex industry expands, and increases the demand for sex trafficked women and girls.

CATW calls upon HBO to take responsibility for its role in normalizing and promoting prostitution by removing the series Cathouse (and all other shows promoting prostitution) from its programming.  HBO must not only stop airing Cathouse and all similar pro-exploitation shows but also use its resources to produce programming that exposes the truth about the harms of prostitution and trafficking, rather than profiting from the further exploitation of its victims.  

Sincerely,
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Norma Ramos, Esq.
Co-Executive Director

Coalition Against Trafficking in Women
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